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SHREW SKELETAL ANATOMY

Order: Eulipotyphla Family: Soricidae
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SKELETAL FEATURES

« Smalllightweight skeleton
adapted for rapid movement
and a high metablism,

+ Numerous (usually 42-50)
vertebree including a long,
fexible tail.

« Enlarged coronoid process
on the mandible for strong
Jaw muscles.

+ Long narrow skull with
‘many small, sharp teeth.
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onbit

DENTITION

Upper Jaw
121 Cu1 P2 M33=28

Lower Jaw
1A Cut P32 M33=28

“Dental formula: 13/3 C1/1 P3/2 M 3/3 =34 total
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NOTES

- Shews e insectivoros mamals it very high
energy needsand eat reqenty

+ Thee seltalstructur s adaptedfor gy quick
burts of movement, and strongprey capar.

 Species vary lighly in ize skeleon shown s bsed
‘ona common short-aled shrew Biarina breviauda).
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